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Parents, Commanders, Students and Staff:

The year is up and running—students are learning, teachers are teaching, and administrators are taking it all in!! Thanks
for all of your hard work in a smooth opening of the school year!

As usual, we have many exciting events happening in our district including:

- The Dependent’s Advisory Council (DAC) will be meeting on Tuesday, October 7 at 12:30 in the DSO Lab. DAC
provides an opportunity for school representatives to ask questions and discuss districtwide information. Mr. Grenier,
assistant superintendent, will be facilitating the meeting.

Doug Kelsey arrives in our district on September 29. Mr. Kelsey is a former Korea district superintendent and is the
DoDEA Representative to Tour Normalization Project as well as the DoDEA miilitary liaison to the Korea commands.
When you see Mr. Kelsey in our schools and around the district, please welcome him warmly.
We have a new SIS ET in our office. A. A., currently teaching at Osan ES, will begin working in
the Educatlon Division of our district office at the beginning of November I know you will enjoy

Sam Menniti W
DoDDS-Korea L . SM&«QQ, \D

DoDDS Korea District Superintendent

Korea District - Unit 15549 - APO AP 96205-5549
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Academics

“Today a Reader, Tomorrow a
Leadel". » W. Fusselman

Reading was one focus of Seoul American
Elementary School in September. To the delight of =
students, the Information Center opened early in the
month, and one of the Continuous School Improvement
(CSI) goals was revisited with the new intervention of
“Read and Response.”

“It is always so exciting to see students look for
their first library book of the year,” said A. R,
Information Specialist at SAES. “Students are so excited
about all of their choices.”

While students were excited about visiting the
Information Center and checking out books for the first
time, tea?her.s were l(fokiflg for ways to.incorporate the information Specialist A R, reads
new reading intervention into their teaching. As part of the «g;./5 | oueria’s Runaway Book’ to a

campus CSI interventions, second grade class in the SAES In-
teachers discussed ways to formation Center.
use “Read and Response.”

“As students respond to text they have read, they will focus
on important points which will increase comprehension,”
said Amy Herk, CSI Co-Chairperson. The “Read and
Response?”
intervention  will
focus primarily on
nonfiction text.

Kindergartener A. F. practices
reading with the help of two class-
mates in Ms. D. H.’s class.

“Many students B
love nonfiction books, P
and the Information Center staff is always looking
for ways to collaborate with teachers,” said Rose.
“So, we are looking forward to checking out a lot of
nonfiction this year in support of the CSI goal and Kingergarten students J. C.n, J. R. and L. H.
intervention.” Reading is FUNdamental! share a book in Ms. D. H.’s class.
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Academics continued ...

~ Students in Ms. K. S.’s class made

lbooks for each letter of the
%alphabet, days of the week and
numbers by drawing, labeling and
coloring pictures for each book.
Ms. S. said she was very proud of
how well her students drew and
colored their pictures.

“Let us read with method, and
propose to ourselves an end to which
8 our studies may point. The use of
reading is to aid us in thinking.”

Edward Gibbon

First graders B. H. and H. K. share a “Months of the Year’ book their class made. Students in Ms.
K. S.’s class made books for each letter of the alphabet, days of the week and numbers by drawing,
labeling and coloring pictures for each book. Ms. S. said she was very proud of how well her stu-
dents drew and colored their pictures.

Collaborative Learning
Best Practices

Daegu American School sixth
graders in Mr. R.'s science class are
kicking off their first messy activity by
making Landform Maps in teams. The
maps were very detailed and included
the four types of mountains, coastal
plains and interior plains. Most of the
students made their own molding
dough from a recipe. According to the
students, “We had fun planning,
constructing and labeling the maps in
cooperative groups!” Teamwork!
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Academics continued...

Science Teacher Receives NSTA Fellowship
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Mr. H. and his 7" Grade Science Class studying mixtures and solutions.

C. T. Joy Elementary School in Chinhae has reason to celebrate
this month. The Department of Defense Dependents School Teacher C.
H., a middle school teacher, has been selected to participate in the
National Science Teachers Association (NSTA) Science Teacher
Academy Fellowship Program for 2008-2009. He is the first DoDDS
Science teacher to participate in this program

The National Science Teachers Association (NSTA) is the largest
professional organization in the world promoting excellence and
innovation in science teaching and learning. NSTA 's current
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Academics continued...

fellows this year. Agilent Technologies
Foundation, Astellas Pharma US, Inc., and
Bayer Corporatlon join the Amgen Foundation in providing funding for
professional development resources for 185 middle and secondary school science
educators from across the country, who will take part as fellows in the 2008—
2009 Academy.

Fellows selected for the program will receive a comprehensive membership
package, online mentoring with trained mentors who teach in the same
discipline, and the opportunity to participate in a variety of web-based
professional development activities, including web seminars. In addition, each
fellow will receive financial support to attend and participate in NSTA’s 2009
National Conference on Science Education in New Orleans.

The NSTA Science Teacher Academy is a component of the Center for
Science Education campaign, a five-year $43 million national effort to make
excellence in science teaching and learning a reality for all U.S. students. This
effort, one of the most significant ever undertaken by NSTA, will fund a body of
forward-thinking programs and a state-of-the-art facility designed to promote
leadership, learning, and advocacy in science education.

Mr. H. retired from the U.S. Air Force in 1997, has been a DoDDS teacher
for 6 years, and is married to U.S. Navy Commander M. M.. His daughter, S. H.
is in 5™ grade at Sasebo Elementary School in Japan and has been a DoDDS
student since Kindergarten. “I am absolutely thrilled about my selection as an
NSTA Academy Fellow. I have been excited
about science for as long as I can remember.
Our schools are tragically lacking hands-on §
science instruction and laboratory
1nvest1gat10ns in the classroom. My goal as
a science teacher is to provide my students'
with as much real world scientific
opportunities as I can, and by helping them
get fired up about science.”

NSTA Press Release.
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Activities

Let the Good Times Roll at OAES

Osan American Elementary
School has started the school year with
excitement. Over 350 people attended
the Opening Day ceremony in front of
the school. After a brief ceremony,
students and parents went to the &
classrooms and started to work.

Open House Night onf
Wednesday September 3™ was packed jg
and busy. Nearly 300 people came to :
visit the classrooms and tour the school. The PTO and Scouts set up information
tables and the PTO sold Sprit Shirts.

Things really kicked into gear on September 6™. A team of teachers from OAES
successfully defended their title at the 6™ Annual Osan Air Base BBQ and Blues
Festival. OAES won for the 2" year in a row for Best Booth presentation and
decorations. Thank you to everyone who supported our team. We are off to an
awesome start!
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Activities continued ...

In Memory of September 11, 2001
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September 11, 2008, to honor the military community and in remembrance
of terrorist attacks in 2001. Daegu Elementary / Middle and High School
students, teachers, administrators and parents joined together in a flag
ceremony and trek around Camp George Base. Flags and smiles were the
order of the day. Earlier Mr. Keith Henson was featured in a live state-side
interview with “America Supports You.com” concerning the Daegu Freedom
Walk of 2007 and plans for this year’s walk! DAS plans on making this an
annual tribute. We can all appreciate the spirit of patriotism in this simple
but powerful act of remembrance by a wide range of community members.

PROUD TO BE AN AMERICAN!
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Activities continued ...
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b""*ﬁm JROTC Building Leaders

Osan American High School JROTC Corps, KO-951, acknowledges a first in the
history of its program. Seven of KO-951’s finest
cadets were selected to attend the international
Republic of Korea Air Force (ROKAF) Academy
Aerospace Camp at Cheong Ju ROK Base, South |
Korea. Cadet Colonel E. L. T., Cadet Lt Col D.n C., |-*
Cadet Major M. P.d, Cadet Capt C. G., Cadet 2Lt L. C.
Cadet 2Lt H. Ch.,, and Cadet 2Lt R. A. proudly s =
represented the Osan American High School JROTC &+
Group KO-951. This four day camp provided these
young leaders with challenging experiences that they
state “changed their lives,” while providing an
outstanding learning opportunity that will serve them
well as they continue with JROTC and transition to
graduation and beyond!

The ROKAF Aerospace Camp provided these cadets
Sl with the opportunity to establish international relations

e | with 80 of their peers from S. Korean high schools and
actual ROKAF Academy Cadets who served as mentors
S during their four day adventure. These are the building
I blocks of a strong coalition with U.S. allies. The camp
exposed these cadets to a variety of both physically and
mentally challenging situations, starting with cadet
room assignments in the Academy dorm with Korean high school students. All were
provided matching uniforms, which 1mmediately
diluted their differences, while enhancing their
similarities in an international environment. Both e
Korean and American students worked well inf® "
managing the challenge of language barriers. During
the orientation ceremony where the students were
introduced to the ROKAF General, KO 951 Cadets f
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modeling spectacular mlhtary bearing and customs |
and courtesies; character traits learned in JROTC.
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Activities continued ...

“The most memorable experience for me was Day 2
at camp. Everyone was unprepared for the painful PT
we would be going through in the unbearable heat
while wearing BDUs and heavy parachute equipment. I don’t remember ever being so
thirsty before,” said Cadet H. C.. Even though this was a brutal physical task, the cadets
clung to their discipline training and pushed through, resulting in a tremendous sense of
accomplishment. During PT the students learned and practiced in-flight emergency
evacuation; donning their harness and jumping ATa VT

from a 50 foot training tower while attached to | <l

a tether, which safely glided them down,= "

simulating a parachute decent. “Jumping off | ;
the tower was a thrill, I felt like I was on a
roller coaster; it was the best feeling ever,”
said Cadet L. C.. Later on day two, the cadets
and students were taught actual water survival, | -
learning how to disengage from their
parachute while being dragged in the waterf]
facing forward and then backwards and
successfully making their way to different
sized survival rafts. The day concluded with a demonstration of Space Robots; cadets and
students broke into groups of four and built their own robot called the Caterpillar. Once
m built a control system was installed on the robot
resulting in a fully functional robot; a prototype
of which is used on space missions.

Considered one of the most rewarding days of
the camp, groups visited a variety of stations on
day three, consisting of aircraft first then ROK
Special Forces. The helicopter Night Hawk and
a two-propeller helicopter HH-44D or what we
know as the Schnook and an F4 Phantom were a
highlight. The students were provided a hands-
on tour inside the cockpit where they were able
to take memory photos. On another part of the base they learned about the missiles and
ammunitions used with the aircrafts. “The Special Air Rescue Team (SART) performed a
rescue scene; actually flying an airplane in and lifting an injured body from the ground.
“Seeing an actual performance done once was better than listening to lectures for ten
hours.” said Cadet Colonel Tolliver. They received a brief, which was followed by a lesson
on CPR that included practice on a dummy. The scuba diving station came next where they
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Activities continued ...

were escorted to the closing ceremony. Each student
received a graduation certificate accompanied by a yellow silk aircrew scarf, which was
presented by the ROKAF. One male and one female cadet/student were chosen to make a

speech at the closing ceremony. The selected female was Osan’s Cadet Capt C. G. of KO-
951!

Article Submission of 2008 Republic of Korea Air Force (ROKAF) Aerospace
Camp By (names withheld for web publishing). Congratulations!!!

DoDDS / Korea District

supports our

“Good Neighbor Program”
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Athletics

Students Benefit from Sports

Most educators agree,
students being active in any
sport is good. Here are just a
few research-based benefits
according to medical and
sports experts: better oxygen
volume, toned muscles,
maintenance or a better ideal
- weight, induced healthy sleep
" habits, healthy release of
hormones, prevention of
| disease, better focus and
_ vision.

In addition, according
to Osan American High
School volleyball coach M. H.,
“I believe that athletics are a big incentive for academic success for some of our at risk
youth particularly. It creates a more united school, instilling pride and honor. For
some, it can develop a
competitive edge in their
characters that will enhance
their possibilities of achieving &
their potential in the
workplace when they are
independent adults. The mostj
important thing that I see here
at Osan is the social_
development of our athletes in
circles they otherwise mightg
try avoiding.” _

The Korea District offers
many sporting opportunities.
So what ever a student decides
to play, encourage them to do
their best and reap the
benefits! All are winners!
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Athletics continued ...

Not for BOYS Only...

Arguable, one way for girls to learn
life skills is through competitive and non-
competitive sports. These sports may be
classified in two ways, team sports and
individual sports. Team sports such as,
basketball, volleyball and soccer often help p
to develop a team player attitude. §
Furthermore, team sports often helps to
instill many positive character traits in
individuals. These traits can be good sportsmanship, getting along with others, dependency

on others to do their part or play their position,

l | - trust building and group dynamics just to name a

few.

\ Individual sports may help girls learn
5 i ANENBE sEaiEE @ ~1 7 "1 independence, being the one to go the distance,
H { gil, dme==ass wwim depending on oneself. A few good individual
g ___sports are; wrestling, jogging, bicycling,
swimming, golf, dance and weight training. They
instill self-motivation, self-sacrifice, self-
determination to stay active and to continue.

District is
fortunate
to have a rather unique and inspiring history of
highly successful female athletes from a number of
sports, including wrestling. Girls not only
participate as athletes, they serve as trainers and
managers. In addition, successful, professional &
women teachers serve as valuable mentors, coaches,
and athletic directors providing excellent role models = %
for the girls. If you would like to be a part of our |
district’s successful and exciting sports programs.
please contact your local school for additional =
information. Way to go young ladies!

LR
b — ‘ Ll 1
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Athletics continued ...

Korea Volleyball Camp

Volleyball coaches from Peurto
Rigo, Mr. R. C. S. and Mr. G. G. were
among the several DoDDS coaches
who sponsored the Korea Volleyball
Camp held at Osan American High
School. Seoul American High School,
Daegu American High School and Osan American High School athletes attended the
camp that included morning sessions from 830-1130, afternoon sessions from 1330-
1630, and advanced session from 1630-2030. Over 45 young men and women
participated in this skill building program.

According to OAHS veteran player C. B., “At this camp, I saw a lot of talented
players, especially from our opponents. Playing next to them gives me motivation to
improve for the season, so the OAHS team can win against these other teams. Also,
the coaches were great and fun to work with. I had a great time. The instruction and

drills were very . | [ . —— _.
helpful. With | i “m_:_, F’}k J.E-:':EE ' m_mhﬁ*—l—
each day of the o | (] _ = |
camp and with o I [ | |

every touch on| | ! |

the ball, I noticed |
that I improved.” |

%&g - N 9
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Good luck to all B - / | s
of the teams this ¥

year!
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Administration

Planning for the Future

Several campuses throughout the district not only have new additions
to the administrations and staff, but also new construction projects in
progress with some others recently
completed. Campus structures
and military facilities are being§
improved while other entirely new
buildings are coming on-line. The
construction is part of an on-going
plan to be prepared to handle
expected growth for the next few
years. Students, staff and the &=
military community are working
together to make the most of
everyone’s efforts. You as parents,
commanders, staff and students, along with our Korean hosts are key to the
success of these projects. We all can appreciate the hard work of those who
have contributed to ensuring the rigor, relevance, relationships and results
that are guiding principles of our mission of education here in Korea.

Korea Connection

Special thanks to the following public relations writers /contributors for their articles:
Alicia Brown, Marquerite Green, Monica Hoagland, Philip Koprowski, Nancy

Magoon, Brian Martin, Kristina Yoho. You make it happen!
Samuel D. Menniti Superintendent Dr. Terry Greene Chief of Staff
Peter Grenier Assistant Superintendent C.J. E.T./Program Manager

R. H., Ph.D. Guest Editor

This newsletter is authorized for publication by the Department of Defense for members of the Military Services and the Department
of Defense Educational Activities. The content represents activities of the DoDEA schools and is not meant as an official view of the
U.S. Government, DOD, U.S. Army Korea. As a DOD newsletter, the Korea Connection may be distributed through official channels.
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