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Educators’ Day Red Ribbon Week English Camp AP TEAM!

w

Parents, Commanders, Students and Staff

It is difficult to believe the first quarter of the school year has been completed. The Korea District staff and |
want to acknowledge the efforts and dedication of our entire school staffs to provide the best education
possible to our students. We also want to recognize the USFK staff and the Commanders throughout Korea
for their unequaled cooperation and support during these turbulent times of transition. Without the excellence
exhibited by our DoDDS-Korea educators/staff and our military partners, we could not accomplish our mission
nearly as well.

For those | have not had the pleasure to meet, | would like to introduce myself. | am serving as the Interim
Superintendent for DoDDS-K during Mr. Menniti’s extended absence. You will be glad to know Sam is doing
very well and he will to return to Korea by the first of the year. It will be great to have him back in his
leadership role for our schools. | was fortunate to serve as the Korea District Superintendent from 1996
through 2000, so it is really great to return in an interim capacity to lead DoDDS-K. With the knowledge and
experience | gained in my previous tour combined with the exceptional briefings | have received since arriving
in Korea in late September, | am confident we will continue to maintain and expand the educational
opportunities for our students. | will continue working with Sam to implement his vision for the Korea District.
In addition to our focus on the current educational programs for our students, we are diligently working with
our military partners to ensure the transitions that will occur with respect to the Yongsan Relocation Project,
the Land Partnership Project, and the Tour Normalization initiative will be transparent in relationship to the
quality of education our students receive.

Please do not hesitate to contact me with your questions or concerns. You may reach me at 738-5922.

| look forward to the rewards and challenges of leading your schools in Korea during the next few months.
Please enjoy reading about the events taking place in our district.

Respectfully,

/6;74 A Ji

Doug Kelsey
DoDDS Korea Interim Superintendent

Korea District = Unit 15549 = APO AP 96205-5549
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DoDDs Korea Accreditation

from the Superinte

Parents, Commanders, Students and Staff

Each of our schools in the Korea District is accredited by AdvancED. AdvancED is the unified
organization of the North Central Association Commission on Accreditation and School
Improvement (NCA CASI), Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Council on
Accreditation and School Improvement (SACS CASI), and National Study of School Evaluation
(NSSE). AdvancED is dedicated to advancing excellence in education through accreditation,
research, and professional services.

AdvancED schools share a unified, clear and powerful accreditation process designed to help
schools continuously improve. DoDDS Korea schools began use of the AdvancED standards
and accreditation process in the 2007-08 school year. The goal of the accreditation via the
continuous improvement process is to evaluate, verify, and improve an institution’s quality
allowing students to receive graduation credit as they move between schools and ensuring
parents that schools provide a quality education for their children.

This year each the Seoul schools is schedule for an external review by the AdvancED peer
review team. The Quality Assurance Review (QAR) visit will occur in February and the team
will ensure that schools are meeting the
AdvancEd standards through the continuous Korea Connection
school improvement process. Through
interviews with students, parents, teachers, and | Doug Kelsey ~Acting Superintendent
administrators as well as classrooms visits, the
visiing team will highlight the school’'s|Sam Menniti Superintendent
promising processes and practices while also
noting recommendations for improvement. The Peter Grenier Assistant Superintendent
three day visit will end with an out-briefing of
the findings of the visiting team and is open to
all community members as well as each| .4 Jimison Editor
school’s faculty and staff. Please watch your
school’s bulletin for time/dates of the out- This newsletter is authorized for publication
briefing or call your school’s office for details.

Terry Greene Chief of Staff and Education

by the Department of Defense for members of the

For more information, please visit the Military Services and the Department of Defense
AdvancEd website at http://www.advanc- ‘ L -
ed.org/ Educational Activities. The content represents activi-
; ) . W ties of the DoDEA schools and is not meant as an

cmal] - official view of the U.S. Government, DOD, U.S.
Sam Menniti

DoDDS Korea District Superintendent Army Korea. As 3 DOD newsletter, the Korea Con-

nection may be distributed through official channels.
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Educators’ Day 2008

From across the Korean peninsula, M KRN
educators came together to “Practice &

Reflection”, this year’'s theme of the ™™= R ‘ o i
KORCOS- DoDDS sponsored Educators’ Day Each year the Korea Counsel of Overseas
Schools, KORCOS, and Department of Defensive Dependents Schools (DoDDS) holds a joint
Educators’ Day in which educators, paraprofessionals, school support staff and administrators
have an opportunity to share strategies and practices that are successful in the classroom.
This year’s theme of “Practice Reflection” is meant as an imperative. As a noun, “Practice”
may mean “the action or process of performing or doing something” or “the business of a
professional person”, and as a verb, it may be used as “to exercise or pursue as a profession,
art, or occupation”. As educators, we should always “Practice” with “Reflection” to see how
well we are doing and what do we need to work on.

The conference was opened by DoDDS-Korea's Teacher of the Year, Mr. C.
C. In his welcome he reflects on his practice of teaching and how, over the
years his teaching has changed to better impact students’ learning in his
classroom. He challenged teachers to make reflection a part of their
everyday profession.

w8 The day continued with a wide variety of sessions that were led by peer

L educators to highlight some of the best practices of teaching that occurs in
classrooms across Korea. The participants of Educators’ Day could attend
these various sessions to take back a new strategy or skill to implement in
their own classrooms.

This year’s key note speaker, John Joseph, presented on “Learning with the
Brain in Mind: How to Create Classrooms that are Uplifting for the Spirit.” In this keynote
address, John Joseph presents two models that define and describe his work with young
people. The “Four Worlds” provides a framework for teaching kids how to recognize their
talents and strengths and how to surround themselves with people who add quality to their own
lives. The “Emotional Rooms” is a model that helps teachers to plan for specific thinking
strategies in conjunction with direct experience and tactile approaches to lesson methodology.
The Model also provides a framework for describing why adults and kids sometimes clash and
provides productive, effective strategies for working through differences.

Submltted by Chad Jimison
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Red Ribbon Week

71 "0 students took part in the National Family Partnershlp S

Red Rlbbon Campaign, now the oldest and largest drug prevention program in the
nation. This Program reaches millions of young people during Red Ribbon
Week, October 23-October 31 each year. Several activities
were planned during the week. On October
21, the military police’s K-9 unit gave a §
demonstration that captivated the attention
of SAES 4th and 5th graders. A military W :
policeman narrated the event sharing el
information regarding the training of the dogs W
and their handlers and their combined
duties. More importantly, the students
witnessed firsthand the dogs’ astonishing
abilities to search and find concealed drugs
and to attack those who wish to harm their
handlers.

Submitted by J. W., SAES

Camp Humphreys School kicked off their Red
Ribbon Campaign on Thursday, October 23rd with a
visit from Colonel D. and McGruff at an all school
4assembly. All the students greeted McGruff, the

Crime Stopping dog, with lots of hugs! Colonel D.
spoke to the students about the purpose of Red
Ribbon Week and each student pledged to be drug
free.

Next week the students will participate in school
B activities in recognition of Red Ribbon Week. Each
day has a special theme and the students are
looking forward to wearing their clothes backwards
on Tuesday acknowledging the theme of the day,
“turn your back on drugs”.

Submitted by A. B., HAS

> > > Page 4



October 2008 Edition Published for the DoDDS & Military Community in Korea

Journalism

'TY |\ The OAHS Far East Journalism Conference team racked
4k up five medals during an event-filled conference in Tokyo
Oct. 20-22.

Senior C. B. earned first place in sports writing, senior L. K. placed
second in beginning photography and third in sports photography, and
senior H. S. took second place in sports writing and third place in feature
writing. Although they did not place, senior S. H. and freshman S. R. )
competed in a myriad of challenges, from photography and feature = %
writing to design and caption writing.

“Honestly, | was shocked because | thought what | wrote was terrible,” »
said S. of her feature writing award. The feature is about what the current |
election means to the Class of 2009.

‘I was impressed with the entire experience this year,” explained Ms. P.
C., yearbook and newspaper adviser. “| couldn’t have taken better
students than these girls, and the event was wonderfully organized.”

One event that Ms. C. especially liked and the one that led to three of our awards was organized by Mr.
D. O. from Stars and Stripes. Students went to a local high school to watch a volleyball match in which
Zama High School was competing. Photographers and reporters worked to get the right shots and
information and then returned to the New Sanno Hotel to meet a midnight deadline. “This was a real
world experience and all of the students who participated in this event performed well,” Ms. C. added.

Submitted by R. H., OAHS

Journalism students at Camp Humphreys School were greeted by a special guest in class this past
week. Bob McElroy is Camp Humphreys Public Relations Officer and an avid photographer. He came to
do a photography presentation for the students. He gave a brief overview of the history of photography.
The students were able to see the very first picture ever taken. Students were surprised by the fact

that it took several hours to take. .

Students came alive when he pulled out different types of cameras used
throughout the years. They were fascinated with a camera that was over 100
years old. Mr. McElroy passed around samples of negative pictures taken from

a film camera from the 1980’s. Students giggled when they explained to their
journalism teacher that they had never seen
negatives slides before.

After the presentation was over, students gathered
around the different cameras and continued to ask _
questions. This presentation peaked many students’ L
interests and it wouldn’t be surprising to see future ¥
photographers coming out of this class.

Submitted by A. B., HAS
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OAHS English Camp 2008

iTi | Twenty five students from eight schools of the Pyeongtaek

2.ud City Board of Education participated in the OAHS English

Camp held during October 21 -24, 2008. This annual event

is a key part of the US / ROK Good Neighbor Program for Osan Air Base. The goal of this youth outreach

program is to introduce 10th grade Korean students to the U.S. military forces stationed in the Republic of

Korea, including families and to our mission of contributing to the defense of the country. From an academic

perspective, it is a terrific opportunity for the students to practice the English they learn in their Korean
schools while learning more about American culture.

OAHS Principal Timothy Erickson and numerous OAHS students
served as hosts for the visiting students who participated in a
series of organized, interactive academic and extra-curricular
activities at school and on tours around the base with canine
demonstrations and facilities inspections such as the aero club,
aircraft static display, flight simulator, etc... A mission briefing by
Lt. Malinda Singleton provided a highly informative introduction
to the Camp’s objectives while an OAHS English teacher
gl provided academic worksheets to improve the participants’
English vocabulary.

This year's program was a tremendous success with wide-ranging 51st Fighter Wing command support,
Korean community public affairs support, and outstanding efforts of the OAHS students and staff. The
OAHS JROTC cadets and their sponsors took the lead in providing student support and in serving during the
presentation of the colors at the Camp’s Orientation and Graduation ceremony. The OAHS JROTC cadets
also gave terrific performances of both countries national anthems and special after-school drill practice
exercises. In addition, the OAHS Foreign Language /ESL program graciously invited the visiting students to
a wonderful culture dinner at the school as part of their efforts in the Hispanic Heritage Month festivities.

A formal graduation ceremony was held on Friday, October 24th at the high school auditorium. Several
officials representing the Korean community from the Pyeongtaek City Hall, the Pyeongtaek Board of
Education, and the public affairs office of the Good Neighbor Program attended the program. Osan Air Base
Vice Wing Commander Col. M. delivered the commencement address
and inspired everyone with encouraging words of freedom of choice.
The visiting students received special recognition from Master Staff
Sargent Onan Floyd, various awards and certificates of graduation.
The ceremony ended with both parents and students attending a
reception and receiving gifts from sponsoring organizations.

Perhaps, the highlight of the program for the visiting Korean students |
was the home-stays with our military and civilian families. Different
foods and cultural nuances were both interesting and at times [
challenging. Yet, students were not the only beneficiaries of the §
program. According to host parents, D. and L. W., “| just wanted to B
say what a delight it has been to host our two Korean students. They Q Z
were extremely polite and excited to participate in everything that we l
did. Their desire to learn and interact was greatly appreciated. We will
have fond memories of their time here. Thank you for organizing this
very worthwhile program.”

Submitted by R. H., OAHS
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AP TEAM: Together Everyone Achieves More!

IT¥\ The Osan American High School Advanced
i : " Placement teachers attended a recent district-wide AP
meeting at the DSO. The general purpose of the meeting was to provide valuable interaction
opportunities for teachers within specific, similar content areas. More specifically, the meeting
was intended to provide time away from school
when teachers with similar interests could
discuss their programs and best practices
aspects of their AP teaching. These efforts are a
result of the recommendations made by AP
teachers of the DoDEA worldwide AP task group
in the late spring of SY0708.

During the similar job discussion session,
teachers participating in groups charted their|
conversations over the discussion period and g
then posted and presented their observations
and ideas. AP teachers discussed both
similarities and differences that the participants felt existed between their discussions and
those of other groups. Teachers were also given the opportunity to study the charts of their
colleagues and engage in beneficial collegial discussion with the guidance and support of Dr.
R. S. of the DSO.

A wide range of AP related issues came under review and examination. AP Exam results were
analyzed and apparent trends over the past several years were identified and discussed. Other
items of discussion included excessive student absences, time of day scheduling concerns,
weighted grades, providing a rigorous curriculum and student preparation prior to course
participation. A key point of discussion and agreement was the need for more AP professional
development, specifically the need for a minimum of every three years in attending a College
Board sanctioned AP Institute.

According to Mrs. L. C., OAHS AP Biology teacher, ‘I felt the AP
meeting was very useful, especially as an AP teacher who is
teaching this subject for the first time. Not only was | able to
meet the other AP teachers in my curricular area, we got the
- ¥ chance to discuss what the
= roadblocks are for teaching '
AP courses and possible |
solutions. | feel much more
confidant in teaching my
course knowing that | have a
%, support group ready to help.
with any number of issues
and that I'm not the only one
going through these same
issues.”

!

Submitted by R. H., OAHS
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A Look into the Schools

'F1\ Go MAD for READING in October

At Seoul American Middle School, we have been
challenged to read half-a-million minutes during the month of October by the Yongsan
Commissary.

SAMS promotes reading through a variety of projects because
our students ‘read to succeed.” In recent studies throughout the g
U. S., data shows that reading more means reading better.
“[Stephen D.] Krashen's survey of reading research shows that |
FVR [Free Voluntary Reading] results in better reading
comprehension, writing style, vocabulary, spelling, and
grammatical development.”

http://park.robcol.k12.tr/jroyce/read4.htm

In the “Half-Million Minutes Reading Madness” October promotion, every child ‘
keeps track of his / her minutes read during the month. The students are allowed to count
the 30 minutes that the school has Sustained Silent Reading every “B” day. But those minutes
would only bring the total minutes for the month to about half what is needed to meet the
challenge. Therefore, every student must also read at home on their own time.

During this promotion we are encouraging not only the students to read, but also their parents
and other family members—even their neighbors. We will count the minutes as they are
reported to the seminar teachers by a SAMS student.

If SAMS meets this goal, every student at the school will receive free ice cream from the USAG
Yongsan Commissary.

Submitted by N. W., SAMS

How many possibilities?

@y A discrete math class at Seoul American High School
® | models permutations with wooden colored blocks, a perfect
¥ way to see all the possible arrangements. The students
% will then transfer the set of models to a paper-colored
& pencil representation.

Submitted by L. F., SAHS

Camp Humphreys School Library Addition

Camp Humphreys School gained a new library and a world traveling librarian. The school not
only grew in numbers but also in grades now serving Kindergarten through eighth grade. With
the new grade additions a library has been added to serve students from sixth through eighth
grade. Continues on next page
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Continued from previous page
Humphreys’ new Information Specialist, E. J., was born
in Mexico and grew up on a small ranch in Southern
Texas. After graduating with a master’s degree in
Library Science and working in small boarder town
schools she went to Germany where she worked as a
librarian at Darmstadt Schools. During that time she
was able to travel all over Europe including Turkey,
Greece, ltaly and Ephesus. After the school closed its
doors she transferred to Korea where she is serving as
the librarian for both the elementary and middle school
campuses at Camp Humphreys.

It was very exciting to set up a new library with over 3,000 &= " ==
new books. The middle school students waited anxiously \ -
for the doors of the library to officially open. Some even ~ |
peeked in begging to be able to check out books before its
grand opening.

Ll A

Now that the new middle school library is open, thanks to 84
the hard work and long hours of putting it all together by &%
Miss E. and her two helpers K. J. and R. L., the books are &=
flying off the shelves.

Submitted by A. B., HAS
OAES Reads!

One of Osan American Elementary School’'s CSI goals is “All Students will improve Reading
Comprehension skills across the Curriculum”. All staff takes time each day to read with small
groups of students and share their love of reading and writing. CSI Chair Ms. C. S. explains
. Every curriculum specialist is assigned to a grade to help with reading and writing

e " - ——— activities. This helps students see how reading and writing is

=

i | | essential to all subjects in the school.”

- 1
' L]

- f— ". il ¥ - 1.” Host Nation teacher Mr. S. C. says he enjoys the opportunity
SR ' to spend time with small groups of students, instead of a large

' : class. He can teach more one-on-one and get to know the

' ,"-'-” students better. Students also enjoy having more individual

attention and meeting with teachers outside of the classrooms.

.-;.f The program is a huge success for everyone at OAES.
/ | Submitted by M. H., OAES
The Parade of Presidents

Mr. L.’s 5th Grade students at Humphreys American School had the opportunity to study about
the process of the presidential election. In doing so, each student selected a previous

Continues on next page
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~ American President to study, and then

vbon L asole
ES, ] presented to their parents, faculty members
’ and two selected classes within HAS.
N The students have been studying about the
ﬁ, US Constitution and its amendments, the
- / Declaration of Independence and memorized

Ithe Preamble to the Constitution. They also
earned the importance each president had on
its people during their term or terms in office.

"Mr. L’s class gave an outstanding
~| performance on 24 October, but their studies
‘are only beginning. They now will be learning
about the three branches of government and how each branch is important to the people of
the United States of America.

Submitted by B. L., HAS
Photo Essay Contest

6th Grade Language Arts students in Mr. R. and Ms. H.
classes, of Daegu American School, recently held a
photo contest and exhibit as an extension activity to a
photo essay that they read about budding young
photographers. "Shooting Back" was a project started in
the nineties to give underprivileged kids in urban areas
opportunities to work with photography. We read a photo
essay of the real organization and decided to give it a try
at school. Sixth graders took pictures of everything from
their pets, to a fan, to friends and scenery here in Korea.
We had some really creative shots! The photos had tof*
be taken by the students during the time frame the [l
aSS|gnment was given. They had to choose the picture

S that they wanted to enter, mount it, and then create
a formal caption card like a real exhibit. This activity
also taught some interesting photography terms like
textures, measurement words and all of the other
photography lingo. This then inspired us to
experiment with photography here at school and do
our own hallway exhibit.

First Place: C. Y., "Lunchtime" (pictured)
Second Place: G. M., "Best Friends"
Third Place: J. H., "Lion"

Submitted by N. M. and Q. R., DAS
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OAHS Model United Nations Students March in Parade

The Osan American High School Model "t < W
United Nations program participants recently '
marched in the Pyeongtaek City / Songtan
Chamber of Commerce “2008 Korean
American Friendship Festival Parade.” This
annual event has grown dramatically over
the past few years with a wide range of J. &&=
support from the local Korean community, S

the Osan Air Base military members, and
various social and educational
organizations. The OAHS MUN students
proudly represented their school in this event
that also serves as a valuable fund raising opportunity for other school
organizations and sports.

3 N | '
NHIGH scHoo

Model Unlted Nations |

The veteran and new MUN participants included (Names withheld for web publishing). The
MUN students have also taken on a responsibility for opening the school’s monthly PTSO
meetings by leading a pledge of allegiance to the US flag. With the annual MUN Far East
Conference in sight, the OAHS MUN students have contacted the embassies of a number of
foreign nations as they gather research on which position papers and discussion of significant
issues will be produced.

Submitted by R. H., OAHS

Good Neighbor Relationship

Daegu American School and Geochang
Province renewed its Good Neighbor
relationship for the 2008-09 school year as the
school’s Drama Class traveled to the annual
Life-Long Learning Province Fair in early
» October. The 16 students and sponsor, Ms.
~ B. J., were invited to participate at a booth
% and join in Korean cultural activities. The
fieldtrip was arranged by Mr. S., Educational
Liaison for Geochang. Mr. S.,is a former
DoDDS student who graduated from Pusan
American School.

_ The annual Provincial Fair was a three day
event that featured Korean cultural activities which are
being nurtured and maintained by the citizens. These activities included pottery making,
painting, dancing, martial arts and even shooting the bow and arrow. It is the goal of the
Learning Fair to share their cultural heritage with the world. Locals extended the hand of
friendship to the students by letting them join in the activities.

Continues on next page
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Continues on next page

Mr. R. B. and Mrs. A. G. also visited
Geochang’s Suesongdae Natural Park for a
science and geography exploration at the .. . o
nature park. Although a rainy day, students nﬂ’ l 1

were able to walk among the pine forest that & :
lines a pristine mountain river and cross over I
either a man-made suspension bridge or over =
the ancient river rock bed. Suesondae was
first visited last spring when 8th grade
students were invited by Geochan to visit the 'l"
park and visit with local middle school &
students. -

,\'

Mr. Keith Henson, Principal of Daegu American is planning a Home Stay '

in conjunction with the Good Neighbor program in mid-January for Geochang children where
they will stay with Daegu families and students for two days and attend classes in a cultural
and educational exchange.

Submitted by N. M., DAS

" Fire Prevention Week

g’ Sitting right across from Yongsan Garrison’s firehouse has its
? advantages. During National Fire Prevention Week, October 5-
11, SAES students visited the local firehouse to learn about fire
prevention. As they toured the facility, they learned skills that
.may save someone’s life someday, like operating a fire
¥ extinguisher and performing cardio-pulmonary resuscitation. The
y firefighters did an excellent job sharing important information in a
. fun way.

SCHOOL VISIT

On Oct 14th, 43 students from the Changwon §%
English School visited CTJoy Elementary School. Mr. |
C. read a book to all of the students. Later, our K/1
class joined the students for lunch at Turtle Cove.

Submitted by M. G.
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Photos Around Korea
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