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New School Year, New Building for Daegu
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Daegu opened the doors with a
ribbon cutting ceremony on Au-
gust 277, 2007. The new Daegu
building houses; state-of-the-art
classrooms, a Music Hall and
individual practice rooms,
JROTC classroom, firing range,
and offices, as well as up-to-
date Kindergarten rooms.

Col. T, Col. S, Mr. Charles Toth (DoDDS Korea Superintendent), Mr. Peter
Grenier (Asst. Superintendent), Mr. Keith Henson (principal), Dr. Marguerite
Green (Asst. Principal), and Mr. Chris Swenson (Asst. Principal).
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“Teachers need to listen to students and incorporate into their
instruction what they learn from this listening,” quotes Carole B. La-
campagne in the Department of Education publication, Transforming
Ideas for Teaching and Learning Mathematics. Her statement de-
scribes a key instructional area that Korea District’'s elementary
teachers are incorporating into math instruction as a component of
the Korea District Elementary School Math Initiative for students in
Grades 2-5. Participants of this initiative examine and put into prac-
tice the tools needed to promote classroom discussion between and
among students during math instruction. In order to listen to student
explanations of how they solve problems, teachers have to first
learn to ask students appropriate questions. Good questioning
techniques promote math conversations and allow students oppor-
tunities to justify and clarify their own thinking. As teachers listen
carefully, they identify areas where students demonstrate under-

standing of complex math thinking as well as areas that require more instructional support.
Teachers then utilize this information to plan and develop instructional strategies based on their
knowledge and understanding of the individual learning needs of their students. The Korea Dis-
trict elementary school teachers engaged in our math initiative are continually being provided
many opportunities to view model lessons in their class rooms, to discuss instructional issues,
concerns, and strategies, as well as work collaboratively with their peers and a math coach to
continually promote best practices in the teaching of math.

This year Korea District’'s math initiative will provide classroom teachers focused training
and instructional support to connect literacy and language to the teaching and learning of math
concepts. If classroom teachers expect students to participate in math discussions, students
must be able to demonstrate their ability to understand the language of math that includes the
meaning of specific words, the ability to comprehend and decipher written passages utilizing
math terms and concepts, the ability to decode complex sentences, text passages, teacher in-
structions, and the ability to create formulas and data displays that will guide their reasoning to
resolve complex math problems. Building each student’s ability to think mathematically and
synthesize language to solve math equations will enhance each student’s reading, writing, and
speaking skills. These key literacy skills must extend into the teaching of math and not be lim-
ited to the teaching of reading, writing, and speaking in our language arts classrooms.

To continue our on-going support of the District's Elementary School Math Initiative, a
second math coach has been hired to enhance our work with this initiative

in every Grade 2 through Grade 5 classroom. Professional development
training will take place throughout the school year at all elementary
schools. For more information on the exciting activities being imple-
mented in our elementary schools to support classroom instruction and
student learning and student achievement in math, please contact your
school principal or Mr. W, Korea District’s elementary school math coordi-

nator. There is a wealth of activities parents can do from home to support Mr. W

math instruction, and Mr. W is the POC to provide that support. Mr. W Elementary Math

can be reached at DSN 738-5922. Coordinator, DoDDS
Korea
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Mrs. G works with
students at Seoul
American
Elementary School.

TEACHER OF THE YEAR

)

The Department of Defense Dependent Schools is proud to announce Ms. G as the Korea
District Teacher of the Year Ms. G joined DoDDS and accepted an assignment to Seoul American
Elementary School in 1997. She has worked for ten years as a gifted education resource teacher at
SAES. Ms. Guignon is involved with students, parents, and the SAES school community. She par-
ticipates in the school’'s Parent-Teacher-Student Organization and the Korea Chapter of Phi Delta
Kappa International. She is a past presenter at in-services on DODEA’s gifted education program
along with differentiation techniques that can be used in the classroom. Mrs. Guignon was also a
representative for the Korea District’s gifted education teachers in assisting DODEA to develop and
implement the curriculum guide for Gifted Education.

Ms. G is a world traveler and was born in Wirzburg, Germany. She received her Bachelor of
Arts Degree from Widener University located in Chester, Pennsylvania and her Master’s Degree in
School Psychology and Gifted Education from the University of Virginia. She is currently working on
her Doctorate degree in School Psychology from Walden University.

Walking in to Ms. G’s room you can’t help but feel like you are in one of those ideal learning
environments that we wish all students could experience. As you look around it is easy to observe
the enthusiasm displayed on her students’ faces. Mrs. G will now compete to become the DoDEA
Teacher of the year. She will travel to Washington, D.C. in November to compete with other DoDDS
and DDESS winners. During that week, the DoDEA Teacher of the Year will be selected. Good luck!
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Q & A with Mr. Tony Harris

What excites you most about your work in
the Korea District?

| am truly blessed to be associated
with such incredible professionals that come
to work daily with the one goal in mind, and
that is the education of our children. The Ko-
rea district has always had a reputation for
having the highest test scores and it is easy
to see why. Great students and great teach-
ers is a winning combination.

What will you miss most about working in
Okinawa district?

The goal of most educators that go
into school administration is to one day be-
come the principal of their own school. | was
fortunate to do that with Lester Middle
School. To be able to have such an active
role in not only guiding the learning of the
students, but to help teachers become better
at their craft was very fulfilling. | also left be-
hind some great lifelong friends that are
gifted educators in their own right. | recently
returned to Okinawa and visited the school
and it was gratifying to see that what we
started during my tenure has continued.

Talk about some of the initiatives you see
going on in the Korea district. What do
you find is the most unique aspect of
working for DoDDS-Korea?

| am impressed by the Mathematics
initiatives that are currently being imple-
mented in the elementary schools, and can
see it as an opportunity to really make a dif-
ference in the lives of children. Public educa-
tion has long felt that more needed to be
done with mathematics and algebraic thought
in the lower grades, and the Korea district is
doing just that by giving the teachers the
tools and skills they need to make that hap-
pen. The response by the teachers has been
overwhelming in that they are anxious to

learn more and put
it to practice in
their classrooms.

What is
truly unique about
the Korea district
as opposed to
other districts that |
have worked is the
command struc-
ture here in Seoul. It is not often that you
have such a large number of senior military
in a community, and that is actively involved
in ensuring that the quality of life for our ser-
vice members and their families is the best
they are able to make it. It is our charter and
mandate that we provide the best for those
that defend our way of life and we take that
responsibility very seriously.

Talk about your military background and
how it has better prepared you for this as-
signment.

| was a Navy brat, as my father was
retired Navy, and | spent 20 years in the
United States Navy myself. Everything that |
have done since retiring to the Fleet Reserve
thirteen years ago has in some way been
guided by what the Navy taught me. Disci-
pline, work ethic, and dedication to the mis-
sion are but a few of the traits that | feel the
military has given me, and | use them daily to
give back to the military community.

On the personal side of things, what do
you enjoy doing when you are outside of
the office?

Outside the office I try to get out and
walk, hike in the mountains, rock climbing,
diving, and am always looking for new ad-
ventures. | used to say that | worked for
travel money, but that was before my chil-
dren started college. All the cash poor par-
ents of college students will understand.

Korea District =

Unit 15549 = APO AP 96205-5549 - DSN 738-5922 -
Page 4




September 2007 Edition

KOREA CONNEC
i‘-‘-— &

Published for the DoDDS & Military Community in Korea

Q & A with Mr. Tony Harris (cont.)

What will you miss most about being at the
school level?

What | will miss most about being at the
school level is the daily interaction with the stu-
dents. As a teacher and coach | affected the lives
of 100 students a year, but as an administrator |
could affect the lives of hundreds of students. As |
move to the district office my daily interaction is
less with individual students but | feel my skills can
be utilized to improve the lives of many.

What impresses you the most from what you
have seen so far at our schools in Korea?

The same things that impresses me in the
DoDDS Korea schools is what impresses me in all
DoDDS schools. Our teachers are dedicated to
our children and their love of what they do. Itis
rewarding to see teachers that enjoy what they do
and do it for reasons that are not necessarily
monetary, but to make the difference in the life of
a child.

i where all DOD personnel ave located.

CT Joy:
Breakfast
for All

Students at CT

Joy Elementary School began the year
with a Welcome back breakfast provided
by the PTO. Parents T. S., M. B., and J. P.
serve students as educators Ms. Jones,
Ms. L, and Ms. B look on. This is one day
all students began school with a full
stomach!

Ray Paulson, Principal
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This newsletter iy authoriged for pub-
lication by the Depawtment of Defense
for membery of the Militowy Services
and the Departiment of Defense Eduv-
cational Activities. The contenty
represent activities of the DoDEA |
schooly and awre not meant as offt-
cial viewy of the U.S. Government,
DOD, U.S. Army Korea. Ay v DOD
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channels and the use of appropriated
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OSAN ES Mustangs Kickoff /ednesdayof S
the month.
the Year

It has been a very busy start of the year at Article and
Osan American Elementary School. On August photos by M. H.
21 over 100 students and parents attended the
New Student Orientation. Students and parents
toured the school, met the principal Mr. Petree,
and had a Question & Answer session.
Everyone enjoyed meeting the staff and seeing
their new classrooms.

Opening Day was perfect weather for
gathering outside. Students lined up with their
new teachers and heard a welcome from Mr.
Petree and the PTO. The Osan American High
School Junior ROTC presented the colors,
students said the Pledge of Allegiance, and then
went to their new rooms to start to work.

Principal David Petree hosts “Coffee with
the principal” hour for parents and community

Quotes for Reflection

Teaching & Children

“Stories are the single most powerful tool in a teacher’s tool kit.”
Howard Gardner
“Children are the world’s most valuable resource and its best hope for the fu-
ture.”
John F. Kennedy
Science & Math

“The most powerful thing we can do is inspire young minds and to advance the
kind of science, math, and technology education that will help youngsters take
us to the next phase of space travel.”
John Glenn
“The art and science of asking questions is the source of all knowledge.”
Thomas Berger
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: Arts in Early Childhood Education as well as
‘&‘_-‘" : her Masters of Early Childhood Education.
Korea DSO Announces New While matriculating at VSU, Mrs. T devel-

oped a special interest in those students

Math Coach who were labeled “at risk”. It was then she
realized both her challenge and the need for
strategic and effective teaching strategies.

The Department
of Defense Depend-
ent Schools (DoDDS)
Korea District wel-
comes Ms. T as Ko-
rea District’'s Elemen-
tary Math Coach. In
this position, Mrs. T
will work along side
Mr. W, the other Ele-
mentary Math Coach. < P
Brenda and Clif will ' -
form a dynamic team to train and work along
side K-2 teachers to enhance math instruc-
tion throughout the Korea District.

Prior to entering DoDDS, Mrs. T re-
ceived teacher of the year honors. Her future
goals include continued education and pur-
suing another Master of Arts in Education in
the areas of curriculum and instruction.

Mrs. T is a new comer to the DoDDS
family and becoming a teacher for DODEA
was a lifetime goal of hers. Mrs. T’s first as-
signment in DoDDS was at Seoul American
Elementary School where she excelled as a
fifth grade teacher. She empowers her stu-
dents to believe that achievement is simply
derived through belief and application. She
states that being a DODEA teacher is quite
gratifying and exciting! She is deeply com-
mitted to DoDDS Standards of Education
and deems it a privilege to be part of such
an elite, cohesive unit of professional opera-
tors. Her tenacious attitude supports her

“‘Never Give Up” philosophy. LINK OF THE MONTH
Mrs. T was born in Leary, Georgia. She _ _

is a widow, the mother of two adult children, DoDEA Community Strategic Plan

and the grandmother of a “special” 11 year . . . .

old grandson. Prior to marriage, she served This wel?SIte conta}ns .the communl.ty

in the United States Navy as a Dental Tech- strategic plan which is the strategic

nician. Upon graduating from boot camp, direction for the Department of De-

she was awarded an automated promotion fense Education Activity (DoDEA) for

for outstanding performances and academ- the years 2006-2011.

ics. NAS, Pensacola, Florida was her duty

station. Mrs. Taylor was a nontraditional stu- www.dodea.edu/pubs/csp2006.cfm

dent, attending Valdosta State University,
(VSU) where she received her Bachelor of
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Program Building Bridges
for New Students

Article and photos by K. K., Editor

Military Child Education Coalition is
a non-profit, world-wide organization that identifies the challenges that face highly mobile mili-
tary children, increase awareness of these challenges, and initiates programs to meet the chal-
lenges. In collaboration with USFK, DoDDS Korea has a growing program that is impacting the
Korea District schools and students that are new to the Korea peninsula. S2S (Student to Stu-
dent) transition program is designed to assist transitioning families and better prepare students
for the outstanding educational opportunities that await them in DoDDS Korea schools.

In September, school and district administrators, student leaders, school liaisons, and
other members of S2S met to report on school success stories and emphasize the importance
of continuing this outstanding programs. Mr. Charles Toth, DoDDS Korea Superintendent,
commented, “It is time to raise the bar for our S2S program. We have taken the right steps and
it is time to become even better”. Mr. Toth’s comments were echoed and well received by spe-
cial guests Mrs. Katie Bell and Lieutenant Colonel Alan Bernard. Student representatives also
presented their successes while participating the program.

MCEC’s goal is to level the educational playing field for military children wherever they
are located around the world and to serve as a model for all highly mobile children. For more
information on MCEC, please visit: www.militarychild.org.

Participants collaborate
i and share their next —
e step action plans for the
b S2S program.

Korea District = Unit 15549 = APO AP 96205-5549 = DSN 738-5922 =«

> > > Page 8



September 2007 Edition

KOREA CONNEC
h— B

vy

Published for the DoDDS & Military Community in Korea

w

Principal

Seoul American Middle School

Bulldog Ambassadors host
Welcome Breakfast for new
SAMS students

On Tuesday August 21, 2007 the Bulldog
Ambassadors welcomed new students who had
moved to Seoul over the summer. They served
donuts and juice to start off the morning and
then played bingo and ice-breaking games to
get acquainted with the new students. The
groups were then divided up by grade and the
new students were taken on tours of the school
and were able to ask any questions they might
have before the start of the school year. It was
a successful event for all.

Article and Photos submitted by S/ W.

Korea District =
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Enjoys Time
with SAMS
Students

Being a middle school principal takes a
very special person! Middle school students are
a group that requires special attention due to
their rapid growth during those formative years.
Mr. Mood believes that we must nurture and at-
tend to the affective domain in the same way we
nurture and attend to the cognitive domain.
Therefore, he believes that play during nutrition
break, lunch, and before and after school is of
the utmost importance to middle school stu-
dents.

As seen in the photographs on the fol-
lowing page, Mr. Mood is often seen playing
jump rope with a group of students during lunch.
The students are happy to let him join the fun
and they feel that he cares about them. They
are searching for their identity and place in their
community and society. The attention they are
receiving from their principal is important and
can influence their choices in life. Stop by
SAMS and see what a friendly and caring
school community we are!

Article and photos submitted by Samia Mounts,
SAMS, Assistant Principal

Unit 15549 = APO AP 96205-5549 =« DSN 738-5922 =

>>> Page 9



September 2007 Edition Published for the DoDDS & Military Community in Korea

KOREA CONNEC

Korea District = Unit 15549 = APO AP 96205-5549 = DSN 738-5922 =«

Page 10



September 2007 Edition Published for the DoDDS & Military Community in Korea

KOREA CONNEC

Korea District = Unit 15549 - APO AP 96205-5549 - DSN 738-5922 -
Page 11



