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Message From the Korea District Superintendent

Inside this issue:

Dear Community,

CT Joy, Farewell Mr. 2
Paulson We are wrapping up the 2007-2008 school year and have many things to
. . celebrate. Congratulations to the senior classes for their hard work and
DN R L 3 dedication. | wish you the best as you move on to new challenges. A wealth of
opportunity awaits you! It is also important that we celebrate the hard work of our
Summer Transition 4 dgdicated teachers,. school personnel, commandgrs, an@ school volunteers.
Counselor Hours Without your commitment to our students and their families, DoDDS Korea would

not be the stellar school district it is.

What is the S Slide? .
SRRt ORICRI=S As we look forward to summer and the new school year, we begin to

focus on welcoming our incoming students as they transition to Korea. Our
summer transition counselors, N M and L N, are in place and ready to welcome

Military Child Education 7 I . . . . .
families into the district. Our goal is to touch every family who transitions into

Coalition (MCEC

( ) Korea during the summer months. Students and parents will have the opportunity
4th Grade Student Packs 8 to discuss educational programs, tentative class schedules, extra-curricular
for Space Camp activities, and the back-to-school schedule. Students will also have the unique

opportunity to experience each school’'s Korea welcome program. Host Nation
ROTC Scholarships 14 teachers will schedule tours of the local areas and teach students some basic
Korean culture survival skills.

| hope you enjoy this month’s edition of the Korea Connection. Our next
edition will be published September 1st, and we look forward to showcasing our
students as they move into an exciting new school year.
Best Regards,

Soumunal D MsidS

Samuel Menniti

DoDDS Korea, Superintendent
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C.T. Joy Elementary School

CT Joy ES held a Science Fair on Wednesday, May 14th. Under the coordination of
middle school science teacher, C H, the students explored new frontiers and applied the
scientific method. Pictured are M C and D Y with their frog presentation. Also pictured is | G
with his magnetism experiment.

Congratulations to
Mr. Ray Paulson on
his retirement from
DoDDS. Mr. Paulson
currently serves as the
principal of CT JOY.
The students, staff,
and community will
miss you, Ray.

Ow Behadf of DoDDS Kovea, we wish yow the best!
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DoDDS Korea National History Day
Festival
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Nearly 75 students from Seoul American Middle School and Seoul Amer/can H/gh School
participated in the National History Day Festival. Great job, students! A huge thanks also goes
out to all of the teachers that made this day possible!

Pacific Area National History Day Competition

Congratulations to the students who participated in Pacific Area Competition!

Junior Division Senior Division
Paper: Adolf Hitler: A Man of Destruction Exhibit: Silent Spring and the Use of DDT
B N — Seoul American MS K P — Seoul American HS
Documentary: The First Crusade: No Compromise Documentary: Protests Against Involvement in the
for Faith M F, E S, and B P — Seoul American MS Vietnam War

(FIRST PLACE)
C C —Korea District — SECOND PLACE

Exhibit: Hocus Pocus is Not Wanted: The Salem
Witchcraft Trials

AM,JG, and K K — Seoul American MS
Performance: Brown v. Board of Education

A B and R D — Seoul American MS ™

<~
NN
Website: The Treaty of Versailles a\
9‘

J R and A H — Seoul American MS — FIRST PLACE
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Summer Transition Counselors
Available for Parents & Students

Our summer transition counselors, N M and L N, are in place and ready to
welcome families into the district. Our goal is to touch every family who transitions
into Korea during the summer months. Students and parents will have the
opportunity to discuss educational programs, tentative class schedules, extra-
curricular activities, and the back-to-school schedule. Students will also have the
unique opportunity to experience each school’s host nation welcome program. Host
nation teachers will schedule tours of the local areas and teach students basic
Korean culture survival skills. Please find the summer transition counselors’ hours
below and spread the word!

Daegu American School & CT Joy Humphreys American School

N M, 768-9506 (DSN) L N, 753-6313 (DSN)
Monday, Wednesday, & Friday: 0900-1300 Wednesday: 1000-1430

Available June 30th-August 4th

Available June 24rd-July 2nd & July 9th-Aug 4th

Located in the DAS Library

Located in the HAS office

Seoul Complex Schools

L N, 723-3712 (DSN)

Osan Complex Schools

L N, 784-6912(DSN)

Monday & Tuesday: 1000-1400

Thursday: 0930-1500

Available June 24th-July 2nd & July 9th-Aug 4th

Available June 24th-July 2nd & July 9th-Aug 4th

Located at Seoul American High School Located in the OAHS office

Spotlight on Seniors

Senior members of the
Tri M Music Honor
Society, a national
organization that
recognizes excellence
in not only scholarship,
leadership, character,
and service, but also
excellence in musical
performance. Photo
submitted by | L, SAHS
Educator
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Each summer hundreds of children flock
to local playgrounds or water parks, all with
one thing on their mind: climbing up the lad-
der, looking down at their friends and family
and pushing off with their arms and legs, all for
the few second thrill of going down the slide.

Going down a physical slide in the sum-
mer can be exciting, thrilling and just plain fun.
However, going down the summer academic
slide can lead to problems come August, when
school begins. According to Geoffrey Borman
and Matthew Boulay, in “Summer Learning:
Research, Policies and Programs,” it is esti-
mated that the typical child “loses a little more
than one month’s worth of skill or knowledge
in math, reading and language arts combined
during the summer break.”

Most of the research on the summer
slide points to summer reading as a prevention
tool. Jeanette Moss, in “Summer Reading Ad-
venture! Tips to Parents of Young Readers,”
suggests that parents and caregivers “seek out
books and reading materials that tie into chil-
dren's summer activities; subscribe to special
interest magazines directed to children; make
regular trips to the library; be a reading role
model for children; encourage a balance of
television and reading for pleasure; and incor-
porate reading into household chores.”

In addition to Moss’ suggestions, Seoul
American Elementary School second grade
teacher Ms. P P suggests that children keep a
reading log or reading journal during the sum-
mer and perhaps turn those reading logs and
journals into other summer learning projects
using language arts skills and perhaps math
and science skills too.

Moss also encourages families to use
outings to spark reading. She notes that,
“Children should be encouraged to write about
family outings, keep diaries or journals, write
letters or postcards to friends or relatives, help
with shopping lists, or create stories. Summer
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Preventing the Summer Academic

Slide

is a time for fun, relaxation...and reading ad-
ventures!”

For a summer reading adventure, chil-
dren in the Yongsan area are encouraged to
visit the Yongsan Library. The Yongsan Library
will host a summer reading program, begin-
ning June 17 (registration runs June 1-10) and
ending with a reading celebration on July 29.

In addition to library summer reading
programs, parents and caregivers can create
their own summer reading program. Reading
Rockets, an educational initiative of WETA, the
flagship public television station in Washing-
ton, D.C., which is funded by a major grant
from the U.S. Department of Education, Office
of Special Education, maintains a website full
of great reading ideas for parents and caregiv-
ers to use with their children. Just visit
www.readingrockets.org for some great sugges-
tions that might help keep your child from slid-
ing down the summer academic slide.

Korea Connection

Sam Menniti Superintendent

Peter Grenier ~ Assistant Superintendent

TH Chief of Staff
K K Editor

CJ District Consultant

This newsletter is authorized for publication
by the Department of Defense for members of the
Military Services and the Department of Defense
Educational Activities. The content represents activi-
ties of the DoDEA schools and is not meant as an
official view of the U.S. Government, DOD, U.S.
Army Korea. As a DOD newsletter, the Korea Con-
nection may be distributed through official channels.
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Seoul American Middle School

Students Selected for Military Child Education Coalition
(MCEC) Conference

J H and J W have big plans for the
summer. They will be visiting relatives, going
to the pool, enjoying time off and representing |
the DoDDS Korea district at the Military Child
Education Coalitions 10th Annual Conference!
Jenna and Jay were two of the many students
who applied to represent the Korea District as
Student 2 Student Ambassadors. Their essays
were judged by a five person panel and each
student had to meet stringent academic
requirements to be considered. As members of
the USFK-DoDDS-Korea Team they will join
eight other students in Grapevine, Texas this
July.

Both students were also selected to be members of the four person presentation team. On
July 24th, J and J will be presenting their work in a one hour breakout session at the conference
entitled, “Reaching the E-Generation through Technology.” They were the only Middle School
Students recommended for the program. Over the summer they will have the opportunity to
work with Dell computer company, IT professionals from IMCOM-Korea and USFK as well as
students from all over Korea. When they return from Texas they will have met students, service
members, teachers and technologists from around the world. It looks like just another lazy
summer for J and J.

Snapshots from Around the District

Page 7



June 2008 Edition Published for the DoDDS & Military Community in Korea

OAES Students Enjoy Korean Culture

On May 16th, the halls at Osan American Elementary School were quiet and empty. No
students or staff were in the building because the entire school was treated to a special event.

Korean American Youth Alliance (KAYA), with the support of the governor of Gyeonggido
province, invited OAES on an all day field trip to Hwasseong Castle in Hwasseong, just south of
Suwon. Students were able to tour the old building sites, hike the trails and enjoy the delights of
our host nation. Children also had opportunities to make paper, rice treats, decorate clay pots,
take part in sports trials, and much more. Translators were provided to facilitate student and adult
participation.

Over three hundred students and nearly 100 staff and parent volunteers filled 10 busses
and left at 0830. After arts and crafts, everyone enjoyed a picnic lunch and had time for exploring.
The weather cooperated and everyone enjoyed a unique day of learning and adventure.

Left: First grader K B
paints a fan at a craft
center

Right: First graders M
K and S S pose for the
camera during the bus
ride.

OAES Student is Packing for Space

Camp!

Right: Mr. L W (4th grade teacher), A B,
and OAES Principal Mr. David Petree.

Congratulations to A for being awarded
one of the 2008 ASMDA Space Camp
Scholarships. A wrote an essay on ‘Why
we Should go to Mars’ and will be
attending Space Camp this summer.
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DAS Honors VFW

On May 14" Daegu American School held a flag ceremony to recognize the continued support of VFW post
10033, to honor the new flags in the school gym and to recognize the winners in the voice of democracy contest.
The ceremony started with the warrior battalion JROTC cadets presenting the colors of the host nation and The
United States. The school band played both anthems and the colors departed the floor. Utilizing the new flags the
assembly rendered the pledge of allegiance. Following the pledge the officers of the VFW presented awards and
scholarship money to the winners of the voice of democracy contest. First place went to J H who was a national win-
ner, second went to C P, and third to V J. At the conclusion of the awards the VFW presented the school with 65
American flags. The school will now have a new American flag for each and every class room.

ships

Keith Henson, principal of Daegu American School, and the mayor of the Gochang Province have signed a
partnership agreement. The agreement states that DAS students and faculty will exchange teaching ideas and visit
schools in an ongoing relationship. During the ceremony, the DAS JROTC color guard performed a flag ceremony,
speeches were given, and the agreement signed. Afterwards, the DAS group were treated to a traditional Korean
lunch at a local restaurant accompanied by the 36 principals in the Gochang Province. A Gochang middle school
students also came to spend the day with DAS. They attended classes, ate lunch in the cafeteria, and had an all-
around good time. DAS and Gochang hope to continue this partnership for years to come.

Contributions by CV
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Osan American High School

Contributions by R H

OAHS Seniors Building Memories

Although Osan seniors were unable to attend the annual tea in Seoul this year be-
cause of demonstrations around the base, a culminating Language Arts 12" Grade activity
allowed them to organize and host their own Garden Party on May 27, 2008 in the OAHS
auditorium foyer.

“The idea was simple,” explained Ms. P C, Language Arts 12 teacher and senior ad-
viser. “As we finished reading Pygamalion, where Eliza is passed off as a duchess at an am-
bassador’s garden party, we organized a garden party of our own.” While two-thirds of Osan’s
seniors are LA12 students, all seniors were invited to the event which took place in the
school’s auditorium foyer.

Plans began May 6, with students volunteering to work on various committees to or-
ganize food, invitations and decorations. “Of course, it helped that planning and attending the
event was part of the final test grade for the unit,” Crowe added. “In general, though, | think it
was another wonderful way for us to celebrate Senior Season here at Osan.”

“This event was something new to me,” said senior J B. | enjoyed being on the decora-
tions committee. | also liked the fact that the party was potluck because our school is a potluck,
so the party reflected that.”

Senior S S agreed saying, “The garden party was a great experience! All the seniors got
together to enjoy each others’ company and to grub out on the best food. The numerous bal-
loons nearly gave everyone a heart attack because the heat was making them pop out of no-
where. Overall, it was a nice little social gathering that allowed a little extra bonding time before
graduation.”

Book, Bookmarks, & Being the Best!

Congratulations to OAHS Senior L O for
winning the Bookmark Design Contest during
the United States National Library Week.
Miss O’s creative entry won for its originality
and creative design that depicted books as
living creatures in an inspiring landscape.
The award included a cash gift certificate and
a printing of her bookmark for use by
students and the general public.
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OAHS Caes

The OAHS Student Council knows the
importance of building a sound mind in a sound
body. Concern for one another prompted the
Student Council, under the guidance of Ms. M
P, to create a banner for a fellow student who
has been ill of late. The student has been
moved to the USA for medical care, and the
school’s student body signed the banner to
show they care. The OAHS banner in the
school’s color is proof of the value of
relationships and school pride.

OAHS Student Prepares for Yale
University

Osan American High School student, Ms. D
S, has recently received notice of her acceptance
into prestigious Yale University. D will be attending
the 2008 summer session -
at the main campus in
New Haven, Connecticut.
With her major in Political
Science and her minor in
Spanish, she will be taking
Intro International i
Relations and Elementary
Spanish Il. The OAHS
staff and community are
exceedingly proud of her
academic success and
wish all the best for her.

Published for the DoDDS & Military Community in Korea

OAHS Focuses on Advanced
Placement Courses

Advanced Placement teachers at OAHS
are building on their past successes. Working
together as a team, both experienced and new
A.P. teachers at the high school develop plans
to ensure continued growth in the AP
program’s rigorous nature while enhancing the
opportunities for students to participate and
succeed. Recent meetings with campus
administration and district support staff over a
wide range of issues including instructional
materials and program procedures hold the
promise for continued recognition of this
outstanding curriculum.

The Power of One!

The Power of One Film festival, a first at
Osan American High School, brought the students’
work in Integrated Honors 10 to the world. The
Power of One project is a year long research
project that culminates in an extensive MLA paper
and an additional form of media. This year,
students created movies as another means of
expressing their research and creativity. Students
competed for recognition in categories such as:
Best Film, Best Music and Soundtrack, and Most
Creative. The student’s film chosen as Best
Picture received a $25.00 gift certificate to Chili’s.
When asked about the festival Mr. S offered, “This
was a unique opportunity for students to be
recognized for their hard work all year. So often,
teachers are the only ones who get see the fruits of
students’ labor...Mr. H and | thought this film
festival was
a unique
and creative
way of
displaying
student
work.”
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Seoul American

Elementary School

Contributions by K'Y

Left: One key element of preventing the
summer academic slide is reading. A
bulletin board in the SAES Information
Center offers students the opportunity to
post and read summer reading suggestions
offered by their classmates. Fifth grade
students in Ms. E M’s class study and post
their suggestions to “The Summer Reading
Ideas” bulletin board. (Photo by Kris Yoho)

Battle of the Books

Right: Along with posting summer
reading suggestions in the SAES
Information Center, the IC staff
sponsored the fifth grade Battle of the
Books team, with the goal of
encouraging students to read, not just
during the school year, but all summer
as well. The fifth grade team
competed against the Seoul American
Middle School sixth grade team on
May 28. While the fifth grade was
defeated, 20-24, they did enjoy
reading the 10 selected books and
competing. GH, BK, JPand D H
discuss a possible answer to a
question from the book “The Million
Dollar Putt’ by Dan Gutman. (Photo Visit the Seoul American

by Kris Yoho) Elementary School Internet Site!

www.seoul-es.pac.dodea.edu

Page 12



June 2008 Edition Published for the DoDDS & Military Community in Korea

Seoul American

Elementary School

Contributions by K'Y

Left: The Dolphin Delegates was a
new program this year at SAES.
Counselor Ms. R L sponsored a
new program, in which selected
third, fourth and fifth grade
students received training needed to
act as greeters and tour guides for
VIP guests as and mentors to
incoming students. Principal Donna
Kacmarski and third grade Dolphin
Delegates listen during a training
session. (Photo provided by
Rebecca Lucy)

Right: Students in Ms. P M and Ms. A J’S
fourth grade classes had the opportunity to
visit the SBS Drama Production Center in
Illsan. Students learned how a TV show is
created and toured several working sets. Ms.
Minkle said the study trip was fun for
everyone and the students even had the
opportunity to meet several Korean actors
and actresses. Students R R, S B, P C and E R
pose on the set of “8 vs1.” (Photo submitted

by P M)
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Seoul American High School

Leading the way with ROTC Scholarships

Thirty-three SAHS students were awarded with ROTC scholarships, with many of them
being awarded dual military scholarships, according to ROTC instructor D H.

Six additional students were appointed to military academies. Seniors D C, and R J were
appointed to West Point, J L, and C P to the Air Force Academy, E M to the Naval Academy,
and J Y to the Air Force and Naval Academy.

Y said, “Being a student in SAHS is probably the reason | got dual acceptance. Acad-
emies think very highly of DoDDS schools, especially SAHS.” According to C H, SAHS makes
up over 50% of the total scholarships offered to DoDDS Pacific schools. He said, “ROTC schol-
arships are national level scholarships, and I'm very proud to announce that SAHS has the repu-
tation of leading not only the Pacific, but all DoDDS schools around the world. *

Winning a scholarship also requires physical abilities. Students are required to take the
physical fithess tests composed of, push-ups, sit-ups, and a two mile run. These tests are
scored and considered in the process of scholarship offers. Eric Min, who was awarded a dual
scholarship, said, “No pain no gain. Although the process is tedious, the benefits that the schol-
arships offer are great.” Army scholarships offer their candidates $16,000-$20,000, Air Force
offers $9,000 - $20,000, and Navy/Marines offer full tuition.

Along with tuition most scholarships cover book fees, rooming fees, lab fees, and one
free round trip to his/her home state or country. Before attending college, students are required
to pass a medical exam and a physical exam given at the school when he or she arrives on
campus.

Senior S H A said, “They are offering us a great amount of money, and they are not going
to let us have it easily.” Being awarded a scholarship is just the first step of becoming a leader in
America; the next step is success in college.

Dr. Nancy Bresell, Director of DoDDS Pacific, pays a tribute to
scholarship winners. Also present Col E A, Mr. Sam Menniti, and Mr. Robert
Sennett. Photo by Gary Cashman
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Seoul American High School

The German Club at SAHS had the opportunity to not only eat the world famous
GoulaschSuppe, but to prepare it as well. Chef Meili from Meili Restaurant in Itaewon
instructed students and adults on how to make this delicious soup. Everyone took part in the
“crystallizing" of the onions as well as learning about the secret ingredients. Following the
preparation, all enjoyed the meal. Present were the Quismundo family, K W(President of the
German Club) and K R. Frau C, the sponsor, was grateful to Chef Meili and Mrs. R for
providing the opportunity.

AHS hosted students from the
Deutsche Schule Seoul (Hannam Dong) in
an exchange that has been going on for five
years. Students have visited each other's
schools discovering how different educational
systems can be. The DSS students shadowed
the SAHS students most of the day. Special
thanks to Col. Hedgpath for his support
getting the students on base. Frau C said, "It
pleases me when our students get to speak
and learn German from the source."
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