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OAHS Hosts the 6th Annual Korea District Foreign
Language Festival

How many languages do you know? The Korea District
Foreign Language Festival (FLF) was held Friday, April 18,
2008, at the Osan Officer’s Club. The FLF brings together
numerous linguists from our DoDDS schools, local Korean
schools and the military community. Story Continued on Page 3

Left: DoDDS Korea
Students practice
for their foreign
language tests.
Students took
assessments in
French, German,
Korean, Spanish,
and English as a
Second Language.
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fCONNECT]ON Message From the

Korea District

Dear Community,

During the Month of April, DoDDS cele- Supel‘intendent
brated the Month of the Military Child. During

this Month our schools will focus on showcasing

the achievements of students. Many of our Seniors are now receiving their acceptances to Col-
leges along with the many academic and other scholarships that are presented by Colleges, ROTC,
Academy Appointments and by many of our local organizations who generously support our stu-
dents. DoDDS Korea Schools serve an exceptional group of students and we are very proud of
their achievements. “Good schools, like good societies and good families, celebrate and cherish
diversity”.( Debra Meier) I can’t imagine a better environment where educators and families have
the opportunity to build strong relationships that can impact student learning. Thank you for
your partnerships and your support of our schools and our children.

At the end of April we welcome the ACDE (Advisory Council on Dependents’ Education)
Team to the Seoul complex schools. We should be proud of the educational services and programs
we offer to our students. I have every confidence the ACDE Team will be impressed with our
DoDDS Korea Schools. I hope you enjoy this month’s edition of the Korea Connection.

Best Regards,

Korea Connection

SM&D‘Q \D W Sam Menniti Superintendent

Samuel Menniti Peter Grenier Assistant Superintendent

DoDDS Korea, Superintendent TH Chief of Staff

K K Editor
CJ  District Consultant

This newsletter is authorized for publica-
tion by the Department of Defense for members
of the Military Services and the Department of
Defense Educational Activities. The content
> represents activities of the DoDEA schools and is
\/)0 Eios Ko,ea Z not meant as an official view of the U.S. Govern-

S EP) ment, DOD, U.S. Army Korea. As 3 DOD news-
letter, the Korea Connection may be distributed
through official channels.

Mr. Sam Menniti
Korea District Superintendent
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KOKEA CON NECT]ON OAHS Hosts the 6th Annual Korea

District Foreign Language Festival
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Continued from page 1

This year marks the second time that Osan American High School has hosted this Korea
District sponsored event where teachers, students, parent/volunteers and others help bring much
needed awareness to multilingualism. DODDS Students from Seoul, Osan, Daegu, Chinhae, and
students from Korean Jinwee High School participated by testing in French, German, Korean,
Spanish, and English as a Second Language. Several volunteers from the military community
worked as judges and helped with the program logistics. Most of the volunteer judges were
actually native speakers of the languages they were assessing. Students were provided valuable
information from Loyola University — New Orleans, Admissions Officer Mr. K G, who discussed
foreign language requirements for college admission and graduation.

Academics were not the only items of interests at the festival. There were several cultural
performances throughout the day. A S, an 8th grader from Osan, gave an amazing performance
of yodeling, guitar, and cow bells. A H, another 8th grader from Osan, did a stunning
performance on the Korean drums. In addition, the Korean American Youth Alliance (KAYA)
brought a group of young Korean performers who did a beautiful fan dance and drum
performance. KAYA also provided Hanboks, Korean traditional dress, for students to try on for
picture taking. Thanks to high energy efforts of Kookje College students who put on a
spectacular Tae Kwon Do demonstration that amazed the audience. In the closing ceremony,
OAHS Principal Marie Cullen, Korea District Superintendent Sam Menniti and the Osan Air Base
Commander, Colonel N gave motivating speeches about the importance of foreign language
Iee;rning. .

Congratulations to the Participants of the 2008 Foreign Language Festival!
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KOKEA CONNECT]ON OAHS Hosts the 6th Annual Korea

B District Foreign Language Festival

A message from Ms. L C, SAHS
Educator

Congratulations to these amazing students for taking
the time to show how wonderfully important the study
of foreign language is. While teachers and parents were
| laboring away during the parent/teacher conferences,

| these students gave up their day off to spend in Osan

# with other students from the peninsula. It was a
fabulous mixer for the different schools as well as a
chance for the students to shine.

The fest was held at the Osan Officer's Club on Friday,
April 18th. Special thanksto D L, R S and all the
teachers who prepared their students.

Seoul American High School

Contributions by BM

Army Engineering Summer Camp 8

The Korea Chapter of the Society of
American Military Engineers (S.A.M.E.) has
selected two SAHS high school students to
attend the 2008 Army Engineering Summer
Camp in Vicksburg, Mississippi. The selected
students will have all travel expenses paid. Two
of the pictured students, D G and Ne W,
attended the summer camp last year. This year’s selected students include S C and C R.

Left: DG, NW, SCand CR.

> > > Page 4



April 2008 Edition Published for the DoDDS & Military Community in Korea

KOREA CONNECTION

= Il Parent Resource of the Month

WELCOMETO SOAR

SOAR (Student Online Achievement Resources) is a

program for military families and the school districts

that serve them. It aims to address the unique p— /4,,, P

challenges facing military children in our nation’s |£1 L\r—?’,} I'_rﬂ]_rp‘l

Shedent Online Achievement Resources

public schools, while benefiting the overall student

population.

SOAR is an innovative program that makes it easy for parents to play an active role in their

children’s education. SOAR is designed for military families, and is easily accessible
worldwide.

SOAR Home is an internet-based application, which is easily accessible worldwide.

http://www.soarathome.org/

Parent components include: Student components include:

° Easy access to thelr children’s accounts ° Assessments allgned Wlth state Standards

to identify their strengths and weaknesses

e Resources for at-home learning activities in reading and mathematics

Message board Tutorial lessons to reinforce and review
State-specific resources, such as state learning skills not mastered
standards

Links to Department of Education and other
educational resources websites

KOREA HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION DATES

SCHOOL PLACE

Osan HS Base Theater
Daegu HS Pyung Gang Presbyterian Church
Seoul HS Collier Field House

> > >
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Q & A with Mr. Peter Grenier

What is your primary role as the Asst Superin-
tendent?

AR T M\

My primary responsibility is to support the ef-
forts of the superintendent. These responsibili-
ties vary greatly but normally focus on educa-
tional, organizational and personnel matters.

What excites you most about your work in the
Korea District?

I enjoy the variety of experiences of my work in
and out of the office. In Korea, I've had the
unique opportunity to become involved with
the Korean American Youth Association
(KAYA). This has allowed me the opportunity
to promote educational partnerships between
American and Korean students. Our efforts
have seen great results thus promoting a better
understanding of the culture in which we live.

Is there anything you miss about being at the
school level as a principal or teacher?

Working in the superintendent’s office does re-
move me from the day-to-day rhythms of the
school. I do miss working directly with the stu-
dents, but I have to remind myself on occasion
that the decisions and work that we perform at
the district office does have an impact on the
300+ teachers and 3,845 students in the Korea
District.

On the personal side of things, what do you
enjoy doing when you are not in the office or
visiting schools?

Give me a sunny day and my bike when the air
is clear and I can spend hours peddling along
the Han River in Seoul! After that you can find
me with friends in many of the popular restau-
rants in Ichon-dong or Itaewon. And on days
when the air is not so clear you can find me at
home entertaining or during some quiet times
getting lost in the TV series LOST or reading a
good book.

Published for the DoDDS & Military Community in Korea

Meet the DoDDS Korea
Assistant Superintendent

Hometown: Lunenburg, Massachusetts

First Position with DoDDS: 3/4 Grade Teacher,
1979

Name one place you have never been, but would

like to visit: Greece

If you could start your teaching career all over
again, what subject or grade would you teach?
I wouldn’t start all over again! I am delighted with

the way things worked out

> > >
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oy ~.© | Selected to attend MIT
Program

KOREA

Contributed by C S

Michael Newman, Osan High
School Student Selected to
attend the Research Science
Institute

Dr. Nancy Bresell, Director
DoDDS-Pacific/ DDESS-Guam, is
proud to announce M N a junior at
Osan High School will attend the 2008
Research Science Institute (RSI) at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
this Summer.

M is the recipient of a highly
prized invitation from the Center for
Excellence in Education to attend the twenty-fourth annual Research Science
Institute held in collaboration with the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in
Cambridge, MA. Michael is one of only fifty students from the United States chosen
to attend this prestigious program which provides academic enrichment during the
summer for top math and science students

When asked about M N, Educator S K stated, “M’s warm personality and
outstanding character augment his natural ability in math and science, making it a
true joy to teach him in the classroom.”

Selection was based on the students’ outstanding standardized test scores,
written essay responses, teacher recommendations and their potential for
leadership in science and mathematics.

Two other students from DoDDS-Europe were selected to attend. They are, C
A from Wiesbaden High School and C B W from Ankara High School.

“This represents the sixth consecutive year that students from the Pacific
were selected and clearly demonstrates the success of our students and teachers. I
wish to acknowledge the encouragement, support, and dedication by our teachers
and especially the parents of this bright and highly motivated student,” said Dr.
Nancy C. Bresell.
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KOKEA CONNECT];;ON% DoDDS Korea Educator
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22l (| SO W5 ~ Awarded Volunteer of the

e e R Year at OSAN
Congratulations to M Ho from

Osan American Elementary School

(OAES) for recently being recognized as

the Osan Air Base Volunteer of the Year. M

currently serves as the OAES Information

Specialist. Ms. H won in the category of

Direct Service Award, and then later won

the overall base Volunteer Excellence

Award for being the top volunteer at Osan

Air Base. Ms. H logged nearly 2,000 hours

in 2007 and most were spent at the Osan

Animal Shelter.

-
-

Right: Mrs. S K (left), Volunteer Coordinator for
the Airman and Family Readiness Center and
Wing Commander Colonel J N (right) present Ms.
H her award.

Quotes of the Month

Good schools, like good societies and good families, celebrate and cherish diversity.
-- Deborah Meier

Every student can learn, just not on the same day, or the same way.
-- George Evans

The kids in our classroom are infinitely more significant than the subject matter we teach.
-- Meladee McCarty

Keep away from people who try to belittle your ambitions. Small people always do that,
but the really great make you feel that you, too, can become great.
-- Mark Twain

It is the responsibility of every adult... to make sure that children hear what we have
learned from the lessons of life and to hear over and over that we love them and that they
are not alone.

-- Marian Wright Edelman

Education is more than filling a child with facts. It starts with posing questions.
-- D.T. Max
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SAES: Success Through
Effective Partnerships

Contributions by K'Y

The community and military partnership can be found each and everyday at SAES—
from active duty military members to parents and even grandparents volunteering around the
campus, in classrooms and by assisting in after school activities. In addition, students ac-
tively take part in USAG-Yongsan MWR programs and activities.

One group with which the SAES community enjoys a strong partnership is the Parent
Teacher Organization. The PTO sponsors many activities during the year, including two book
fairs, Reading Night, Popcorn Fridays and the Dolphin Store. The PTO also financially as-
sists classroom teachers, special teacher requests, reading incentives, Read Across Amer-
ica Day, as well as hosting various teacher appreciation functions.

In addition to the PTO, SAES works with many other on-post organizations and indi-
viduals in order to meet the educational needs of students. Principal Donna Kacmarski noted
that SAES subscribes to the famous quote by Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton : “/t Takes a
Whole Village To Raise a Child,” or rather it takes a partnership with parents, teachers, com-
mand and community members to raise and educate the children of SAES.

Below: Community volunteers play an active role
in many of SAES’s after school activities and
clubs. Community member T L. B, an AFAA
certified trainer and the 2007 USAG-Yongsan
bodybuilding champion, assists SAES nurse
Miyoung Cho and the SAES Healthy Lifestyle
Club during an after school club meeting. The
club encouraged students to learn about
maintaining a healthy lifestyle through exercise
and diet. (Photo by M C)

Above: The PTO’s Dolphin Store is
always a hit with students. The store is
open three days a week. Second graders
J L and K H check out the merchandise
after school. The PTO uses the profits
from the Dolphin Store to fund many
teacher and school requests during the
year.
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KO KEA CO NN ECT]O N Seoul American

e g B T Elementary School

X o St v
Contributions by K'Y

Left: Each year SAES students
and staff take part in an
emergency evacuation drill.
While waiting for the All Clear
Signal, first graders from Ms. K
M'’s class sit quietly reading
“The Weekly

Reader” (financially support by
the PTO) during the spring drill
at Collier Field House. The drill
requires much coordination
among the schools, USAG-
Yongsan Post Command, the
Military Police, teachers and
parents.

Visit the Seoul American

Elementary School Internet Site!
Right: Fourth graders C L and R B are all smiles
after a performance by Dan Crow, the star of the www.seoul-es.pac.dodea.edu
Emmy award winning “Just for Fun” TV show.
Mr. Crow’s visit to Seoul was

sponsored by the SAES PTO. He

preformed for all students during

the school day and presented a

community evening concert. In

addition to “Just for Fun,” Mr.

Crow is known for his work on

the Disney Channel, Nickelodeon

TV and on The Learning Channel.

Winnie the Pooh and Dumbo are

also fans of Mr. Crow’s work, as

he has composed over 100

songs for them and he performed

the title song for the movie “The

Adventures of Milo and

Otis.” (Photo submitted by M B)
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A Contributions by P K & A W
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Health Class "Kicks
Butt"

During the alcohol, tobacco,
and other drugs unit,
students picked up cigarette
butts to see how much litter
there can be in one area. A
W stated, “We did the
activity for 5-10 min and
one student collected over
70 cigarette butts!”

Left: 6th Grade
Students- J C, GH, O P,
AL,and M A

Visit the Seoul
American
Middle School

Students in Ms. A W’s Health class drew pictures of what they Internet Site!

like to eat and made it into parts of their body. The idea came
about from Seoul American Middle School Counselor, S W's www.seoul-

daughter, who is in a graphics design program in college. s.pac.dodea.edu

Seoul American
Middle School

"[Home of the T enacious E)ulﬁogs“
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KOKEA; CONNECT]ON Humphreys American

Rw— o P , Elementary School
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Contributions by Diane Hobler

Korean-American Partnership

Korean teachers and students visited six HAES classes in March and April to participate in
a variety of activities. Students from sure start through sixth grade had an opportunity to meet
new friends, learn about Korean culture, and try something new. Sure-Start students potted
plants and played together, kindergarten students worked with clay, first and second graders
learned to play Korean drums, fourth and fifth graders worked with plants and played board
games, and sixth graders learned Korean calligraphy. The Korean American Youth Association
(KAYA) sponsored the activities to help form bonds of friendship and better understanding
between cultures. They sponsor many such activities on the Korean peninsula. HAES students
are looking forward to the next time they get to work and play with their new Korean friends.

Above Left: Fifth grader B P and fourth grader A L
display their plant art and their smiles with a new
Korean friend.

Above Right: An educator from KAYA shows first
grader A W the proper way to hold his drum.

Left: Sixth grader A R creates Korean calligraphy
with the aid of a KAYA teacher.
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Daegu American
School

DAS Students Travel to Ab Mountain ( &/%/)

DAS third grade and 4™ grade students explored Ab mountain in Daegu. As we celebrate
the Month of the Military Child, we enjoyed having several parents join us to ride cable cars, hike,
picnic, and explore the lush mountain and rocky trails. The weather was perfect, the students
were motivated to take on a physical challenge, the parents cheered the students on, and all had
a pleasurable and gratifying time! Contributions by CV

Below Left: J T strikes a pose during the trip to Ab Mountain. Below Right: Students and parents stop

for a lunch break and take in the beautiful scenery.

Osan American
Elementary School

Contributions by Monica Hoagland

Right: On March 31st, author Mike Thaler visited
with Osan American Elementary students. Mr.
Thaler also traveled to Humphreys American
School. Some of Mr. Thaler’s most well known
books include, The Teacher from the Black

Lagoon, and the rest of the “black lagoon” series .
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Chinhae, South Korea
Contributions by Ray Paulson

C.T. Joy Elementary School
National History Day Team

For the first time students from C. T. Joy Elementary School will be participating in the Korea
District National History Day competition. The students are extremely excited about their
project and are enjoying working together as a team. Tommy Reilly said, “The opportunity to do
research in the field on our topic has given me more of an appreciation of historical events.”

Pictured from left to
right: JO,M Q,J P, L
Q,J O, TR, and their
advisor Mr. CH

K
T
S
sSnapshots From Around the
District?
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Osan American High School’s
Super Scientists!

The Pacific Regional Junior Science and
Humanities Symposium was held March 23 -
27, 2008, in Tsukuba City, Japan. The Junior
Science and Humanities Symposium is a sci-
ence research program that encourages stu-
dents to develop skills in analytical thinking
through independent original research. The
OAHS JSHS team brought back the triple
crown of victory this year winning first in
poster competition, first in middle school oral
competition and first in high school oral com-
petition. Ninth grader K P, son of Mr. and
Mrs. S P, was awarded the first place in the
poster competition with research on the ef-
fects of acid rain on the phosphates and sul-
fates in soil. Eighth grader E N, daughter of
Colonel and Mrs. J N, was awarded the first
place in the middle school oral competition
for research on the condition of nystagmus.
Ninth grader A K, son of Mr. and Mrs. T K,
was awarded the creme de la creme first
place for the oral high school competition for
research on the effects of acid rain on the
transpiration rate of plants. This triple win
was astounding for a team made up entirely
of first time competitors. Ms. KT, JSHS
sponsor for OAHS, was surprised at the win
in all areas saying, "It was a thrill for all of us
for the team to win first in all three categories!
| am very proud of them."

In addition to these three big wins,
Osan won eight other placings. In poster
competition, K K was second, C N was third,
A H was seventh and L K was eighth. J L
placed fourth in middle school orals. In high
school orals, L A S was third, J M was sixth,
and E T was eighth.

Twenty five students represented OAHS
this year at the competition in Japan compet-
ing against students from DoDDS Pacific

Published for the DoDDS & Military Community in Korea

Osan American High School

Contributions by R H

schools including Japan, Okinawa, Korea,
and Guam. AK and L A S will compete in the
National JSHS competition in Orlando, Flor-
ida at the end of April. Other team members
were SB,CB,JB,SC,ZE,JG, MH, MK,
MM,SM,CP,MS,JS, and M V. Both the
regional and national symposiums offer en-
riching science research field trips for the stu-
dents in addition to the competition. The
OAHS students enjoyed a variety of field trips
available in this planned Japanese science
city. MV says, "It was fun, exciting, and a
brand new experience."

Above: names withheld

Below: names withheld




